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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study is to reveal the 21st Century characters possessed 
by Elementary School students. This study uses survey research and 
descriptive methods. The research data were obtained by distributing 
questionnaires to students in grades 5 and 6 from 2 Elementary Schools in 
Padang City. The collected data were tabulated and analyzed to determine 
the values of the 21st Century characters possessed by students. The results 
of this study indicate that the 21st Century characters, namely moral and 
performance characters possessed by Elementary School students, are in 
the adequate category. These character values tend to have the same value 
for each indicator, both performance and morals. The kinar character at the 
level of persistence in learning and positive attitudes in learning have values 
in the low category. While in the moral character value, all indicators are in 
the adequate category. This value shows that there is a need to be aware of 
how to improve students' character to face the 21st Century. Such as 
providing character-based learning models in every subject at school. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Character education has become an important part of educational development and a strategic 
policy agenda in educational curricula in various countries (Arweck et al., 2005; Duncan et al., 
2013; Narvaez & Lapsley, 2008; Pérez-Pueyo et al., 2021). Therefore, morality, character 
education or moral development, however defined, has been a concern of public schools since 
the beginning (Mouratidou et al., 2007) instilling character as a top priority in the development 
of 21st century projections. It is also the foundation for realizing the vision of national 
development, namely a society with high morals, in the sense of upholding existing moral values, 
ethical, cultured and civilized, based on the philosophy of Pancasila. The essence of this context 
is the embodiment of the ideal Indonesian human being in accordance with the philosophy of 
Pancasila (Ministry of National Education, 2010).  
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Entering the fourth industrial revolution (Industry 4.0), the re-implementation of the 2013 
curriculum and the Independent Learning Curriculum in Indonesia in the education system 
considers several views including: (1) future challenges related to readiness to face the era of the 
industrial revolution 4.0; (2) future competencies according to 21st century skills; (3) improving 
student performance in science and technological literacy; and (4) the formation of better 
character qualities (Maheso et al., 2019; Tim & Widjajanti, n.d .; Wagner et al., 2017). Referring to 
this, it is clear that character is the main thing in the projection of 21st century education from 
government policies and national education. Developing character values that are important to 
have and internalize in students and integrated into learning (Aryani & Yuliarti, 2023; Khumairoh, 
2022).  

The character values developed are (1) performance character: (a) persistent in achieving 
what is desired (b) diligent in studying and working so that the results are maximized, (c) strong 
self-discipline causes him to succeed in achieving what he aspires to, (d) a positive attitude 
causes him to be respected by his friends. (2) moral character: (a) fair in making decisions (b) 
honest in words and deeds, (c) caring for oneself, (d) respect for rules and oneself and others 
(Carson, 2021). A review of previous research that has been carried out includes those related to 
the character education model (Liu et al., 2023; Muhtar et al., 2021; Sujarwo et al., 2020; Zhou & 
Tang, 2022). Most of the evidence shows that character education has a vital role in the learning 
process. One of the character-based physical education learning models is very much needed 
for. To understand better, in a structured and comprehensive manner the character values 
possessed by students at school, we need to conduct a survey related to the character possessed 
by students in elementary schools as a projection of education in Indonesia.  
 

METHOD 
Research Design 

The research design using survey research allows researchers to conduct surveys among 
large sample subjects, for an in-depth understanding of student character in the projection of 
21st century education (Henning E, Van Rensburg W, 2004) 

 
Sample and data collection 

The target population in this paper is students, at Kematan Koto Tangah Elementary 
School, Padang City. Sampling in this study uses a quantitative phase, namely using a probability 
sampling technique, which involves "selecting a large number of elements from the population 
at random so that each member of the population is likely to get a chance to be a sample" 
(Teddlie C, 2007). Random selection ensures that these findings about the sample will be 
generalized to the population (Bernard HR, 2010). The researchers purposively selected 2 
schools, namely SD Negeri 26 Parupuk Tabing and SD Negeri 56 Anak Air, Padang City, totaling 
60 students. 
 
Research instrument 

The instrument used in this study is a survey questionnaire with open and closed questions 
providing perceptions or views of the character values possessed by students. 
 
Data analysis 

First, data analysis facilitates researchers theologically to search, organize, synthesize, and 
convert data from questionnaires, interview manageable elements and help researchers 
understand the phenomena under investigation (McMillan J, 2006; Mouton J, 2002). Second, 
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data summary is done through frequency distribution, tables and percentages then displayed in 
the form of images, namely utilizing IBM SPSS software. 
 

RESULTS  

The results of the study describe the character of students related to performance values and 
moral values. These two indicators will be the determinants of the character possessed by 
students in Elementary Schools in 2025. See Descriptive Results Table 1. 

 
Table 1. 21st Century Character Assessment Results 

Observed aspects  n SD M 

Elementary School 26 Parupuk Tabing, Koto Tangah District, Padang City       

Performance Character       

Persistent in achieving what he wants to achieve 60 6,234 54.31  
Persistent in studying and working so that the results are maximized 60 7,001 66,97 
Strong self-discipline causes him to succeed in achieving what he aspires to 60 6,921 65,15 
Positive attitude causes him to be respected by his friends 60 6,001 59,65 

Average     63,92 

Category     Adequate 
Moral Character       

Fair in making decisions so that everyone can accept the decision 60 7,542 69,35 
Honest in words and deeds so that he is respected 60 6,345 75,65 
Care about himself and his friends 60 7,406 66,78 

Respect for the rules and yourself and others 60 6,162 69,24 

Average     70,26 

Category     Adequate 

Character value     67,09 

Category     Adequate 

Elementary School 26 Parupuk Tabing, Koto Tangah District, Padang City       
Performance Character       

Persistent in achieving what he wants to achieve 60 5,223 55,67 
Persevere in studying and working so that the results are maximized 60 7,342 56,65 
Strong self-discipline causes him to succeed in achieving what he aspires to 60 6,274 55,68 
Positive attitude causes him to be respected by his friends 60 6,453 69,54 

Average     59,39 

Category     Laow 

Moral Character       

Fair in making decisions so that everyone can accept the decision 60 8,345 69,25 
Honest in words and deeds so that he is respected 60 5,312 61,03 
Care about yourself and friends 60 6,231 61,92 
Respect the rules and yourself and others 60 7,561 61,58 

Average     63,45 

Category     Adequate 
Character value     61,42 

Category     Adequate 

 
Table 1 shows the average character value of 21st Century students of Elementary School 

26 Parupuk Tabing, Koto Tangah District, Padang City and Elementary School 26 Parupuk Tabing, 
Koto Tangah District, Padang City, each of which is 61.42. All evaluation indicators are still 
included in the adequate category. 
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DICUSSION 

The development of a country is determined by the character of its citizens. Character education 
is very strategic if it is developed through education in schools. Character values that are applied 
and developed in all activities involved in the learning process are evaluated systematically, 
measurably, and sustainably. The results of observations and teacher notes on student character 
during the learning process can be used as a basis for evaluating the achievement of the 
implementation of character values. The results of the evaluation can be used as a basis for 
consideration and conclusions that describe the character profile of students and as a basis for 
determining further actions (Hasnadi & Inayatillah, 2022). 

These results show that the development of students' moral character influences and is 
related to learning outcomes, self-character, and performance, which contribute to students' 
mental health. So that efforts can be made to develop and strengthen students' character 
through internal educational strategies, such as material content that contains character values 
(Suciati et al., 2023). This condition has recently become an obstacle in implementing character 
education because learning is carried out virtually. This study helps provide information 
regarding the character values possessed by Elementary School students (Hidayat et al., 2022). 

Instilling character values from an early age is expected in this condition. There are six 
pillars of character, namely trust, respect, responsibility, justice, caring, and citizenship. These 
six pillars can be taught to students through parenting patterns in the family, the learning 
process at school, and socialization and interaction in society through role models. Trust is 
related to honesty, children are taught to always be honest in speaking and acting so that 
children will gain a sense of trust. Respect is related to an attitude of mutual respect and 
politeness, from an early age children are taught how to queue, respect parents and teachers, 
and manners in socializing. Responsibility teaches children to always dare to bear what is their 
obligation and the consequences of what they do. In order for children to become responsible 
individuals, parents and teachers provide examples and stimuli about responsibility to children, 
how children should behave towards the work given, and the problems they face. Justice is 
related to equal rights and obligations. Thus, parents and educators can provide encouragement 
and examples of how to be fair. This can be taught through various pair or group games that 
require children to follow the applicable rules and how to play without any demands to win in 
various ways (Nurdin, 2020). So that children will get used to not being selfish and cheating to 
get something. Caring is related to sensitivity to the surrounding environment, such as caring for 
plants, feeding pets, visiting sick friends, helping parents and teachers, and so on. Citizenship is 
related to love for the homeland and defending the country (Hudaidah et al., 2021). Children are 
taught to become citizens with character and noble morals as a form of love for the homeland 
because the character and morals of citizens influence the character and morals of the nation 
(Setiawati et al., 2022). Character education-based learning is a very important issue/matter 
because character and moral education is a form of strengthening and developing values (Dea 
Nerizka, Eva Latifah, 2021). There are 18 character values that can be integrated into learning 
through the syllabus, lesson plans, materials, and assignments given to students (Birhan et al., 
2021). So character-based learning models and learning media are effective in improving learning 
and developing the quality of students' character and morals (Aningsih et al., 2022; Irawan & 
Windarti, 2023; Van Der Leij et al., 2022). Local wisdom-based learning can also be integrated into 
learning through values and aesthetics to support and influence students' character and morals, 
such as the culture of shame which is associated with faith, compassion, honesty, respect, 
cooperation, sincerity, and hard work (Hidayati et al., 2020). The use of e-assessment and literacy 
skills in reading fiction (fairy tales and legends), as well as simulations/practices in the application 

https://ejournal.unma.ac.id/index.php/ijsm/


Indonesian Journal of Sport Management 
https://ejournal.unma.ac.id/index.php/ijsm/ 

Mardius et al., Volume  5, Number 1, 2025, 185-191. 

 

189 
 
 

of economic learning have a very good influence on students' character and moral development 
(Amri et al., 2020; Astutik & Pramita, 2023; Rindrayani, 2020). 
 

CONCLUSION 

The character values currently possessed are in the adequate category. Character values are an 
important part of the 21st century education projection. Knowledge related to moral character 
and performance formulated in this study, becomes the basis for improving the character of 
SISAW which begins early, through a curriculum and learning model that is suitable for forming 
the character of students in Elementary Schools. 
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